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PREFACE.

The author of this memorable work has assigned
to me the pleasant function of writing a prefatory
note to it, T need searcely introduce the author to
the public, for he is a scholar of Sonthern India well
kuown to all those that fay any claim to scholarship.
He has been, for the past nearly half a century,
adorning the Board of Pundits that assemble at the
Dussara in this State and he has been the head of
the Board for the past more than fifteen years. In
this capacity almost all Pundits of Southern India
have had oceasion to meet him year after year and
in the course of Dbeing passed by him have had
oceasion to gauge the soundness of his learning.
‘His attainmentz in many branches of Sanskert
learning are indeed remarkable. Vyakarana and
Mimamsa are his special subjects. Saltya and
Tarka are also well within his range He has
mastered all the three systems of philosophy founded
by the three great Acharyas, Sri Sankars, Sei
Ramanuja and Sri Madhva, He has also mastered
the Yajurveda with Lakshana. His intimate know-
ledge of Divya Prabandawms fully justifies the claim
“TUbhaya Vedantacharya” wlich, i the case of
many another pundit is not as fully deserved.

3, ‘These accomplishments of the author have
attracted the notice of His Holiness Jagadguru Sri
Sankaracharys of Kanchi Kamakoti Mutt, whe, in
recognition of his attainments, has heen plensed to
confer upon him the title “Vidwan Mandala
Mandanam ” the ornament of the galaxy of pundits.
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By reason of the author's lm\'ing accepted « post in
a small Indian State like Pudukkottai and havmg,
therefore, spent practically the whole of his life in
‘t!mt State, he was denied the opportunity of going
into the larger w arld outside and establishiing larger
contacts than he has been able to do so far.

3. The Brahma Sutras of Sri Veda Vyasa
embody the quintessence of Hindu philosoply and
reproduce in the form ‘of aphorisms the teachings
imbedded m the Vedas and Upanishads not to speak
of other literature hike the epics which are deemed
to be the Upa Brhmana (viz, the enlargement) of
the Vedas. These Brahma Sutras are the subject of
interpretation Ly great teachers i c., fonnders of
distinct systems of philosophy. The three out-
standing systems are the Adwaita, the Vishishta-
dwaita and the Dwaita. The founders of these
schools were very eminent sages of their times and
have impressed their personality and their svstems
upon their respective followers, gencration after
genemtiuu, down to the present day. There are
those who, belonging to one or other of these three
systems, have always taken pleasure in proclaiming
that theirs is the only school that gives the correet
interpretation of the Sutras. Their loyalty to their
respective schocls is no doubt commendable; Lut
there is always m their minds a veiled focling of
contempt for the other schiools and a subducd feelng
of condescending sympathy for those others who
accept, according to these persons, an incorrect
interpretation of the Sutras.
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4. One is reminded of the memorable reply of
King \\\dlnshm to i question put by Vaksha that
logie s nnpemnncnt ifeafm:’ He that ie able
to advance an argument nnansw erable  for the
time bcmg, facores the pomnt thcn, but, ‘when one
cleverer than oneself appears 6n the scehe and
disturhe that conelusion by advancing an appropriate
rejoinder, what was apparently scttlod is easily
unsettled, Soholats have thus through the ages
fought with one another and tried to demonstrate

. that their partzcular schools are alone correct in the
interpretation of the Sutras. Incidentally we
witness heat and acrimony in the discnssion of what
is essentially a subject that should be free from such
heat and acrimony,

5. In the opmion of our author, all schools of
thought are entitled to egmal respect, lLecause in
each school there 1s a genuine attempt to understand
and correlate the Sutras according to what that
seliool considers to be the plain intendment of Sage
Y, Tt need scarcely Le  sard that this 18 a
perfecily reasonable wew o take. It has the effect
of avoitling passion of every kind. It gives to the
scholars of each school the well-deserved credit of
learning, discipline and devotion, and ereates a
healthy spirit of respect among the scholars townrds
one anolher.

G. In this work the author has aimed ab
achieving the unique object of bringing within the
compass of a medium sized hook, the respective
interprolutinqs of the Brahma Sutras by the thr‘c:t‘:
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great Acharyas as far as possible in their own words,
How far the author has heen ahle to achieve this
purpose with effect is a matter that can best be
judged hy scholars lile our author. Tt would be
presumptuous on my part to attempt to indicate
anything in that direction. From what I have
known of the author directly and through others,
I have every reason to hope that this work will be
found to contain accurate information on all the
matters dealt within it.

7. The anthor of this hook is rich in years and
in learning. Tt is a piece of good fortune that he
has not alloned his learning to mst and that he has
been able to keep it burnished and bright The only
reward that the author seeks, lies in the measure of
satisfaction that this work gives to the learned
readers and, ahove all, to the Lord.

Lheotiai SRINIVASACHARIAR,
}}ﬂ%‘;,} R. SRINIV CJoie/Jud;n.
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FOREWORD.

HATHRIN: Feawais it |
aenfy amd § aaed g A% 0

The work on hand is no doubt an epoch-making
publication in the demain of philosophy in that it
happens to be the first of its kind in compil'ng
together all the ihree great schools of thought,
thus providing facilities for the students of Mota-
physics to make a detailed study of the teachings of
the Acaryasside,by side. Even tho great commonta-
tors-like . Vachaspathi-Misra” ' Appaya Dikshita,

rutaprakasikacarya, Vedanta Desika, Vijayindra-
’\t.hirtha etc. confined themselves to taking from
other Sidhantas only such portions as were essential
or their purpose and as such no work with all the
three doctrines iogether was brought out by any of
them. Hence the absence of a single volume
with all the three doctrines together was a
great gap which has heen properly filled up by the
author. The author for the moment torgets thal
he belongs to a particular sect (Vaishnavite sect)
and does justice to all the systems herc. :

May 1 submit this wotk as a votive offering
at the altar of Sri Sarngapani the Lord at Kumba-
konam who is very fittingly called the ® drara-
muahn’ by the mystic saints, the  Alwars,
because it is from him must originate the crea-
tive power that will lead the renascent world to a
new era of power, prosperity and perfection.

The  author’s Adhikarnaartha-Sangraha

(@RFOAEH) in verso which is very similar
to the ¢« Dramidopanishat-Thatparya-ratnavali'

(R Rvareiemals:)  of Sri Vedanta Desika, forms
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the opening pages of the work. Then comes the

Sastravatara (WRERE)  ‘putting in & nutshell
the quitessence of all the three doctrines in the
form of slokas with explanatory notes. The gist of
the Adhikaranas in their order in all the Sidhantas
appear in the form of verse with the author’s
explanatory notes, Purvapakshe and Sidhanta
wherever necessary.

{ feel mystified in my abttempts to translate
the author wherever necessary because the
perplexing arguments which . become intelligible,
nay, absorbingly interesting in Sanskrit when we
are initiated in the techniqus of discussion hecome
a veritable Chinese Puzzle In any other language.
Therefore tiie only method of quoting the -author
varbatim wherever necessary showing the onward
flow of arguments has been adopted. Sruti, Sutra
and Bashye are, as-observed by a learned philoso--
pher, ‘a triuity in unity ani a unity in trinity’ and
“this has been made clear in this work.

In the first two Adhyayas }vhich make up.the .
p'resent volume ostensible objections to the monistic
Goctrine are cleared and in the 3rd and the 4th
Adhyayas, forming the second vohime, doubts in the
Vishishtadvaita and Dvaita S8chools are cleared.

The author in his usual but inimitable style
raises the contention that Brakman which is

samittedly Swayamprakasa (% 9%3)  cannot_be
cbscured hy Avidya (nescience) and this is effec-
tively answered in Slokas 21 to 26 in page 4. In
page 6 the contention

saed ot AR afae gaAsd |

azr SREwi s o

s AR AeAnae RaEe 1

FUETER I &R /AT 1) .
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is exbaustively answord thus—

Rl AR AT 3R e,
T 7 T | AR, e
¥ SRR U A deraan aelt @A 3R e
A wRA eerlmadRR Gl @ st
IAADEA I CERIPE A T ) 9 apeR-
TR
. The authar thrusts his arguments still further
in page 8 and says

fra ‘gt o spRegme ssoeermEE 9
L EEEe Tl e e I Lt CH
AR O R wR e SgaR sgaediE
e geee safors sveAa davam | g
ARG TR AR AR ARR R
FoErfE: Reas ) -
. Thus it is seen that one strong point of criti-
cism againgt the wmonistic shool which has been
remaining to be answered for ages has been
effectively met with.

Then comes the mmch contested exprassion
‘A and it need bardly be said that
it is being interpreted in diverse ways by diverse

thinkers. The conteation that the term ° &R *
does not connote monism is ademmt'ely answered

in pages 9, 10 and 1 and it is o fortiort expressed
in slokas 25 tp 34, thus creating a revolution n
the realm of philosaphy. With striking force and
clarity the truths embodied jn the monistic doctring
are expressed in Sloka No. 35 in page 12.

. Slokas 83and 89 sum up the truths embodied,
in Vishishtadvaita. At one metrical siroke the
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quintessentials of Vishishtadvaita are secured in
Bloka 44 in page 16 and the arguments advanced by
the monistic school are effectively set at rest in
Slokas 42 and 48. Slokas 47 to50 in page 47 give
expression to the doctrine advocated by Sri
Madhwacarya.

. s

In SWRATI-HES  page 2! para 2, the author
establishes that the Sufrakare had in' view only
Advoita Brahman as he said SWAIIRY 9T (that
which is the cause of creation, preservation and
dissolution of the Universe) inst'ead of Satyam
Gnanam Anantham &4 A @) in defining
Brahman and if this can be achieved by the
‘expression ‘A% TR ' he would have pre-
ferrred that term which is more explicit.
Brahman is defined even in the scriptures as

@ A @ T A (that which is the cause

of the Universe) and this TERITHM gives room for
arriving at the conclusion that the Sutrakara

.
had in view only the Nirguna- Brahma.  ({Fimsm)
Arguments in  defence of  Vishishtadvaita are
advanced with striking force in slokas 57 to
60 in page 32 In page 20 &RMRFRG-REEIRG
the Purvapaksha in sloka 23 has 'been answered
by the slokas from the author’s Sri Sarngapani
Stava and Sri Lokshminarasimha Stava. Slokas
8t to 9! in P 33 $¥3WTO-RREEA establishes very
effectively Sri Ramanuja's plea. ! will be failing
in my d¢uty to the author, my Acarya, if [ do not
quote him here to_show how the author cham-
pions the cause Sri Ramanuja.

oF ¥ g B9 odemamamRe ) -
qgie sl Baend Rufa Sia akuafaem: o
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TRERelaE TG § T aal el fegl
"R g o afgEer gR R 939 890
£ geam o1 95k TR ad RAR e A1
gel 9 9eRNa 9 anREeee BEEE 0

* TH—GTE FoIk Wi WENE
Zai w5 AR Fmaw w9 73 40

The opening Sloka in  TFRETH page 48

puts forth the real significance in the Advaita
philosophy. The fact that Sugune Brahmopasana

AN is obligatory to the attainment '

of Nirguua Brohma (in Aaaf is very well

given expression o in sloka No. 103 m,5paga 42
s 3 A9 9% R gt
IR wEFRE e FIROTHTA g

in this chapter tho following scriptural passago is
taken as the subject matter under consideration.

(A 4 niRuRd gl el FCUL PR

AANER §Y ©F I | AW A9 FoqH mﬁm{arﬁ otc
Here the eyes of the Lord who animates the
Solar orb, who is meditated upon are compared in
colour to that of tho bottox of the ape by Sri
Sankara in his comments on the term FH found
in the scripbures  This is an object of criticism to
the critics of Sri Sankara The following lines
among cthers which go to defend Sri Sankara
deserve to be quoted.

TR WA Wk s wER ==
e R fﬁﬁ[ﬂf it B < e adTe
YPRTEERE  Agmnpamesadal dadd @ |
Q1% AW 3

Then in P 46—
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uft 9 ‘Srag EedAT 1@ @Y AsEEAer
FRY FIETIR I WA T |
* :
qUTHEE T IREAR: g8

g6 gt Gom Aw A% Ao gERwid ARSI A g
SiEANEY IR | ARG AeaE SN
T4 74 4 aga i AR e e anREd o

The author in his own characteristic way cham-
pions the cause of Sri Ramanuja also in the
same context in pages 48 and 49. ‘Then coming to

SANGATE], in  the Sutra FNCHNMAYFAA the word

¢ Jyothi’ in the scriptures means Brahman, because
the passage refersto ¢feet’and the next Suira
Fatmak 97 aw Wdufmmaw & & literally
means that if it is said that ‘Jyothi’ is not Rrah-
man, as Chandas (Gayatri) alone is mentioned in
the context, the reply is in the negative. The
reference to Gayatr is for teaching wus surrender
our mind to Brahman fhrough Gayatri Mantra.
Thus there is clear declaration of the worship of
Brahman here. Then the next Sutra WX

N ane
qEEgRETaAd { means that it is only by suchinter-
pretation can there be any justification of the crea-
tion Leing a part of it. In this Adhikarana Sri
Sankara as other Acaryas arrives at the conclusion
that Gayatri that is described in the scriptures as’
¢ being the soul of everything’ cannot be a mere
string of words but Paramatman Here Sri Bhaga-
vatpada comes to the conclusion that the
Gayatri referred to is the Gayatri that is
,popularly known. The author has done_justice fo
Sri Bagavadpada by upholding that the Gayatri
roferred to in the scriptures is the one that is
popularly known and his perplexing but
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interesting arguments in pages &6, 57 and 58
deserve to be carefully studied. {n the same
chapter Sri Ramanuja comes to the conclusion
that the Gayatri referred to in the Sutra is not the
popular one which has only three Padas (quarter)
but the one with four Pades that is found
in the Panchala - upanishad. Here in_ pages
60, 61 and 62, the discussion forms an intellectual
treat and the arguments of the author are based
on Sruti, Smrithi, Vyakarna, Mahabhashya and
Mimamsa on which subjects he is himself an
authority- . .

In FambEaRRG i page ©9, the subject
mattor under consideration” in  Advaita is
qi @fat 7g el W SN 99 97 TR 56N ety
Sri Ramanuja accepts this seriptural
passage @ ®g AT 6N I AQRET smtc!
as Vishayavekye but prefersto take il
@FIé AW aFEINE WA SUHE efc as the subject
matter under consideration. With striking clarity
the author puts forth the case of the two
Acaryas in the respective soctiors and establishes
their conclusions.

Coming to Daharadhikarano,in the Vishaya=
vakya dRzafEy saR @l 9=dE AW, FAMATR
aFmEiim  IER W&EE'I etc the word Tq  is inter-
prated by Sankara to mean that which is in
the lotus shaped heart, Dahara region (here
Brahman). But $ii Ramanuja-interprete the
term @ to mean Paramatma and his attributes
such  as AEAUWARTEN | In  this chapter in
Advaita the author’s spirited appeal to the

followers of the three great Acaryas bespeuks to
the catholicity of his outlook and these sentences
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iiggerve to be culled out from the original, in page

AT 4 AEeReeY  aoaReemte:
G 7 wmlft ofind | amm o DferErEe B
T T 51 SRS 2 afiuy ) S o o1
AT % 33 | 98 T aguamiR s
qRA: AR ORI €7 ¢aE R IR 94 @RI
A Efiwad Feal | TEeawaRw | dwar Wl @
Sqfrarma AT, SRS S TS e 1l
Then in the same Adhikarana he champions the
cause of Sri Ramanuja and Sri  Madhavacarya and
and thus shows that each school of thought as
advocated by the respective Acaryas when kept in
the same groove is the most satisfactory and
adequate one.

Coming to the JAMF Sri Sankara does not
approve of Pancharatra as a whole as it originates
from Bandilya who is a staunch critic of
Vedas and as the U¥E@AW@  on  which the
Pancharatra is based is of questionable nature.
But Sri Ramanuja holds the contrary view and
approves of Pancharatra in tolo. Hers the author
acquits himself very creditably by upholding the
cause of the Acaryasin the respective sections with
his thought-provoking Purvapaksha and Sidhantas
Hence this Adhikarana, particularly Vishishta.
dvaita with its cross.currents of discussions

furnishes enough material to the thinking mind.
From this Adhikarana onwards criticisms against
the Vishishtadvaita and Dvaita Schools are being
taken up and answered.

Then comming to

. St
mmﬁm-ﬁ_ﬁmga —in the second Adhyaya tho
author eshablishes the cause of Sri Ramanuja as
below—
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afier oy qldEEg  @iEaRer @ o
‘R BimeRef, 9 R wEEwah @@ s
AMIREFEHRRN sREREeTRT iR
aF  ARIRINEN A g BOUd I Tnis s quite
consistent with his appeal in the Daharadhi-

karana.
BIOGRAPHY.

!

it is in the fitness of things that the biography
of the author 18 recorded hore. Born in August 1873
(Fps-@ yoef-E) 1In an aristocratic Sri Vaigh-
nava family in the village of Kali in Tanjore
District, the author had his early education in
 Alankara Sastra and Divyaprabandha (all the
4000 songs of the mystic smints, the Alwars)
under Vedantaramanujacarya Swam of Tiru-
vahindipuram. Then in his 16th year he went to
Terizhandur and studied Vyakarna Mimamsa
Sroutham and  Advaita Vedanta under the
great grammarian Sri Ramachandra Ghanapatigal
who for many years adorned the post of Dhanadhi-
kari in Trivandrum. Portions m Vyakarna and
Dvaita Vedanta were studied under Sri Vasudeva-
char of Kuttalam. Then in later years, [am
told, he used to walk all the way from Terizhandur
to Tiruvalangadu a distance of about nine miles to
study further portions in Vyakarana under Sri
Yegnaswami Dikshitar. Then he sat under the
feet of Sri Anna Vajapeyar of Tiruvadamarudur
who was then commoniy known for his philan-

thropy as Kulapathi F¥: and who devoted

parental affection to his sishya RFRfT

to learn all the concluding portions in  Viya-
karna, such as Sabdendusekharam, Maha-Bash-
yam, Swarasidhantachandrika, Vaiyakarana - Bhu-
shna etc., During this two years period “of his
stay in Tiruvadamarudur he also learnt under Sri



10

Sundara Vajapeyar, the aceredited brother of 8ri
Anna Vajapeyar, Tarka Sastra.

After finishing his studies in all the Sastras
in five years he sat for the Tundits’ FExa-
mination, Pudukkottai in the year 1893 and
came out creditably. In the year following
the then Dewan Regent of Pudukkotta1 Sir
A Seshiabh Sastrial admitted him to the
Board of examininirs in recognition of his
merit. ln his twentisth year he sat again
under various savants such as Sri Ramachandra
Ghanapatigal and Veeraraghavachariar Ghena-
patigal of Terizhandur and Krishnamachariar
Swamiof Srirangam to learn Yajurvedam Sa-
Lakshanam  His Holiness Sri Vansatagopa, Sri
Quimimann Qatacana Votmira Mahadesika (usually
- Alagiasingdr) of Sri
: . . msible for his' learning

and Divyaprabandha.

In the year 1947 he was appointed Head
Mastor of the Veda Sastra Patasala in Puduk-
koltai and in 1923 he was elevated to the post of
Danadhikari which he adorns to the present day.
1n recognition of his proficiency in Tamil the then
Regent Saheb of Pudukkottai, Sri Viyaya-Raghu-
natha Tondaman Saheb Bahadur B. A., appointed
him’ also to the Board of Examiners in Tamil.
Thus it is seen within a period of five years our
author acquired knowiedge in all the Sastras
Vajurveda - Salakshana, and also Divyapraban-
dham (avery rare: combination in & Pundit now-a-
days) and what is observed by Venkatadhvari in his
Visyagunadarsa in a different context

raeRad T AR mRg 9
FRNGANERN 83N FrREATRED )



1

uig wefty R R SraRegm

SEAE 9 6 9 @ T @ % qTEIREART )
holds good in the present case.

When | was entrusted with the task of pub-
lishing this book, the greatness of the work, my own
limitations and the magnitude of the labour involved *
in getting it throngh the press made me hesitate but
1 ventured guided by the maxim Wﬂﬁ*ﬁ@ﬂ@ﬁﬁﬁl

There may be errors such as the omisgion of
obligatory sandhis etc, either due to inadvertance
or to some technical difficulties in print and it is
my sincere request that such acts of omission and
comrmission may be passed over.

TR 9 gElrgRnRE: |

Farer w qd o &% Rasol o .
FTNFE A 7M. FMFAT |
T 4 B W g ey s

The author finishes his seventigth. year this
day the 31stof August 1943 and . may . :l issue
this volume' in ~ commemoration . of this
. happy occasion with the prayer that he"may be
blessed with many more years-of health, wealth
"and prosperity bringing  to hght ‘such  other
valuable works as may lie hidden in him

My thanks are in no mean measure due to
Mr. S. Kalyanasundaram, Manager, Sri Janardana
Printing Works, Limited, Eumbakonam, who with
his rips experience in the field is responsible for the
quick and neat execution of the work.

AETAE g MR T |

frarEETERed SEEEAST 1 .
Ambalpuram, * }

Padukkottal, V. Srinivasan,

313t Ausust '48,
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